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1. A remote control system comprising: 

2 a remote control transmitter operable to transmit a signal; 

a receiver operable to receive the signal from the remote control transmitter; 
4 a control device configured to perform a function having a first and a second 

option, said control device responsive to the signal received by the receiver and operable 
6 to perform the first option if the distance between the remote control transmitter and the 

receiver is greater than a first predetermined distance and to perform the second option if 
8 the distance between the remote control transmitter and the receiver is less than a second 

predetermined distance. 

2. The remote control system according to claim 1, wherein the function is 
2 production of an audible signal, with the first option being production of a loud audible 

signal and the second option being production of an audible signal that is less loud than 
4 the loud signal 

3. The remote control system according to claim 2, wherein the less loud 
2 signal is an inaudible signal. 

4. The remote control system according to claim 1, wherein the function is 
2 door locking for an automobile and production of a confirmatory signal, with the first 

option being locking of the doors and production of a confirmatory signal that is audible 
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4 and the second option being locking of the doors and production of a confirmatory signal 
that is visual. 

5. The remote control system according to claim 1, wherein the first and 
2 second predetermined distances are the same distance. 

6. A remote control system for a vehicle, comprising: 
2 a remote control transmitter operable to transmit a signal; 

a receiver operable to receive the signal from the remote control transmitter and to 
4 determine the distance between the receiver and the remote control transmitter; 

a confirmation device operable to selectively produce two or more distinct 
6 confirmatory signals; 

a control device in communication with the receiver and operable to control a 
8 function of the vehicle in response to the signal from the remote control, the control 
device further being in communication with and operable to control the confirmation 
10 device such that when the receiver receives a signal from the remote control, the control 
device controls the function of the vehicle and causes the confirmation device to produce 
12 one of the confirmatory signals, the confirmatory signal being produced depending on the 
distance between the receiver and the remote control transmitter. 
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7. The remote control system according to claim 6, wherein the confirmatory 
2 signals include at least two audible signals, a first audible signal being louder than a 

second audible signal, the control device causing the confirmation device to produce the 
4 first audible signal when the distance between the receiver and the remote control 

transmitter is greater than a predetermined distance and to produce the second audible 
6 signal when the distance between the receiver and the remote control transmitter is 

greater than the predetermined distance. 

8. The remote control system according to claim 6, wherein a first 
2 confirmatory signal is an audible signal and a second confirmatory signal is an inaudible 

signal, the control device causing the confirmation device to produce the first signal when 
4 the distance between the receiver and the remote control transmitter is greater than a 

predetermined distance and to produce the second signal when the distance between the 
6 receiver and the remote control transmitter is less than the predetermined distance. 

9. The remote control system according to claim 8, wherein the second 
2 confirmatory signal is a visual signal. 

10. The remote control system according to claim 6, wherein the vehicle 
2 includes a light and the confirmatory signals include at least two distinct visual signals 

produced by the light. 
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11. The remote control system according to claim 10, wherein a first visual 
2 signal is a bright flash of light and a second visual signal is a flash of light that is less 

bright than the first signal, the control device causing the confirmation device to produce 
4 the first signal when the distance between the receiver and the remote control transmitter 

is greater than a predetermined distance and to produce the second signal when the 
6 distance between the receiver and the remote control transmitter is less than the 

predetermined distance. 

12. The remote control system according to claim 10, wherein a first visual 
2 signal is a sequence of light flashes having a predetermined number of flashes and a 

second visual signal is a sequence of light flashes having less than the predetermined 
4 number of flashes, the control device causing the confirmation device to produce the first 

signal when the distance between the receiver and the remote control transmitter is 
6 greater than a predetermined distance and to produce the second signal when the distance 

between the receiver and the remote control transmitter is less than the predetermined 
8 distance. 

13. The remote control system according to claim 10, wherein a first visual 
2 signal is an illumination of the light for a predetermined period and a second visual signal 

is an illumination of the light for less than the predetermined period, the control device 
4 causing the confirmation device to produce the first signal when the distance between the 
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receiver and the remote control transmitter is greater than a predetermined distance and to 
6 produce the second signal when the distance between the receiver and the remote control 
transmitter is less than the predetermined distance. 

14. The remote control system according to claim 6, wherein the function of 
2 the vehicle controlled by the control device is a function selected from the group 

consisting of alarm arming, alarm disarming, door locking, door unlocking, and trunk 
4 opening. 

15. A method of controlling a remote function comprising: 
2 providing a remote control transmitter and a receiver; 

sending a signal from the remote control transmitter to the receiver; 
4 determining the distance between the remote control transmitter and the receiver; 

performing a first function in response to the signal from the transmitter if the 
6 distance between the transmitter and the receiver is less than a first predetermined 
distance; and 

8 performing a second function in response to the signal from the transmitter if the 

distance between the transmitter and the receiver is greater than a second predetermined 
10 distance. 
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16. The method according to claim 15, wherein the first function includes 
producing a first audible signal and the second function includes producing a second 
audible signal that is louder than the first audible signal. 

17. The method according to claim 15, wherein the first function includes 
producing a visual signal and the second function includes producing an audible signal. 

18. The method according to claim 15, wherein the first function includes 
unlocking the door of a vehicle and the second function includes unlocking the door of 
the vehicle after a delay. 

19. A method of controlling a remote function comprising: 
providing a remote control transmitter and a receiver; 

sending a signal from the remote control transmitter to the receiver; 
determining the distance between the remote control transmitter and the receiver; 
performing a function in response to the signal from the remote control 
transmitter; 

producing a first confirmatory signal having an adjustable output level, the output 
level being adjusted based on the distance between the remote control transmitter and 
receiver. 
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20. The method according to claim 19, wherein the confirmatory signal is an 
audible signal and the signal loudness is adjusted based on the distance between the 
remote control, the loudness increasing with increasing distance. 

21. The method according to claim 19, wherein the confirmatory signal is an 
audible signal and the output level is a duration, the duration of the audible signal 
increasing with increasing distance. 
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